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Description 

Two decades after the Dayton Peace Agreement came into force, Bosnia is not at war. However, the ab-
sence of war is not peace. Bosnia has failed to move on from conflict. Political processes are deadlocked. 
The country is in a state of political, social and economic paralysis. As the international community has 
downgraded its presence, conditions have deteriorated, irredentist agendas have resurfaced and the outlook 
is increasingly negative. War remains a risk because of myriad unresolved issues, zero-sum politics and 
incompatible positions among rival ethno-national elites. 

In the face of paralysis, international officials repeat the mantra that there is no alternative to Bosnia’s Eu-
ropean path and urge the country’s leaders to see reason, to temper their rhetoric and to carry out interna-
tionally approved reforms – to no avail. Despite international reluctance to recognise failure, the day will 
come when it is impossible to ignore the gravity of the situation. When that day arrives, the international 
community will have to address the shortcomings of the peace process. This, in turn, will involve opening 
up the Dayton settlement. Christopher Bennett presents a cautionary political history of Bosnia’s disinte-
gration, war and peace process. And he concludes by proposing a paradigm shift aimed at building ethno-
national security and making the peace settlement self-sustaining. 

Author 

Christopher Bennett reported from Yugoslavia before and during its breakup. He later became Balkans Di-
rector for the International Crisis Group in Sarajevo. From 2006–2014 he worked for the Office of the High 
Representative in Bosnia as, among other things, Communications Director and Deputy High Representa-
tive. He has taught Yugoslav history at the University of London, and is currently Director of the Founda-
tion for the Preservation of Historical Heritage in Sarajevo and honorary professor at De Montfort Univer-
sity in Leicester. He is the author of Yugoslavia’s Bloody Collapse (Hurst, 1995). 
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Reviews 

‘There is a real need for a balanced, well founded, deeply researched and comprehensive book which docu-
ments why Bosnia and Herzegovina’s ascent towards a sustainable peace in the first ten years after Dayton, 
turned into a descent back into fracture, division and dysfunctionality in the second post-Dayton decade. 
This book fulfils that need, admirably and should be required reading for all those who know and love Bos-
nia — and necessary reading for all those interested in the process of building peace after conflict. It is not 
necessary to agree with every judgement or to support every analysis to recognise that this is an important, 
weighty and admirable work on the tragedy for Europe and the Balkans, that Bosnia is now, in 2016, not 
prospering in a sustainable peace, but mired in a paralysed one.’ — Paddy Ashdown, former High Repre-
sentative for Bosnia and Herzegovina 

‘An excellent text — it is well structured, reads smoothly and displays a strong, confident grasp of the sub-
ject material – which is what one would expect from Christopher Bennett writing about Bosnia.’ — Dr 
Marko Hoare, Kingston University and author of The History of Bosnia 

‘A desolate story of squandered peace-building opportunity, lucidly and meticulously told. Christopher 
Bennett makes a compelling case that renewed genocidal violence between Bosniaks, Serbs and Croats is a 
real risk, and that the only hope for Bosnia is for international pressure to force changes to its political sys-
tem that would reward cross-group support and cooperation rather than zero sum intransigence. His argu-
ment cries out to be heard.’ — Gareth Evans, President Emeritus of the International Crisis Group and for-
mer Foreign Minister of Australia; author of The Responsibility to Protect: Ending Mass Atrocity Crimes 
Once and for All 

‘Few can rival Christopher Bennett’s expertise on the contemporary history of Bosnia & Herzegovina. His 
intimate knowledge, garnered over decades of working as a journalist and for international organisations, is 
brought to bear in this important and timely study of post-Dayton Bosnia. Bennett pulls no punches in his 
assessment of the shortcomings of the country’s governing structures and the role played by the interna-
tional community. Well written and concise, this book is, quite simply, vital reading for anyone attempting 
to make sense of the complexities of a country still burdened by the legacy of the 1992-95 war.’ — Ken-
neth Morrison, Reader in Modern Southeast European History, De Montfort University, and author of The 
Sandžak: A History 

‘There have been surprisingly few accounts of the international community’s engagement in Bosnia fol-
lowing the signing of the Dayton Agreement in 1995 written by individuals closely involved in that pro-
cess. Christopher Bennett’s book is a welcome, thoughtful, and trenchant contribution to our knowledge 
and understanding of the complex history of “Dayton Bosnia” from a well-placed insider.’ — Bruce Hitch-
ner, Director of the Peace & Justice Studies Program, Tufts University, and Chairman of the Dayton Peace 
Accords Project 

‘Chris Bennett’s deep experience gained from working in international organisations in Bosnia for two 
decades informs and brings authority to this call to “rethink” that country. Unlike many the many critics, 
who say “things must change”, this book actually contains well-thought out and serious proposals for how 
change could be approached, which all concerned will have to consider. As the author himself notes, policy 
makers might not accept his particular proposals, but they are a distinctive and innovative challenge, and 
they point the way for new thinking on Bosnia. This makes them essential reading for anyone engaged 
with peace, security and development in that blighted country.’ — James Gow, Professor of International 
Peace and Security and Co-Director of the War Crimes Research Group at King’s College London. 
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Dedication 

In memory of David Bennett, scholar, gentleman and loving father. 

 

Beginning of Acknowledgements 

I wish my father were alive today to see this book in print. I returned to England 
from Bosnia when he unexpectedly fell ill, hoping he would recover and that the 
two of us would be able to work side by side on our respective book projects. 
Sadly, he did not recover. Before his untimely death, he had commented faithful-
ly on everything I had written, as he always did, helping me make the book a 
better and easier read. He died on the day he had been scheduled to give a lec-
ture at the conference of the Linguistic Association of Canada and the United 
States in New York. I completed this book on his computer and had the impres-
sion that he was helping along the way. 

 My mother is the reason for my interest in Bosnia. She was born and 
brought up in Slovenia when Slovenia and Bosnia were both part of Yugoslavia. 
As a child, I visited Yugoslavia with my family most years. We generally spent 
our vacations in Slovenia and on the Croatian coast. In 1981, however, my par-
ents took my brothers and me on the journey that my mother had taken with her 
class the year she finished school. This brought in many places of significance to 
the partisans’ struggle in the Second World War. In this way, we travelled across 
Bosnia and visited places such as Jajce, the town in which the Socialist Federal 
republic of Yugoslavia was created in 1943, and Tjentiste, site of the 1943 Battle 
of Sutjeska, as well as Sarajevo. I do not remember quenching my thirst at the 
Sebilj fountain, but presume I must have, as, according to local legend, anyone 
who drinks this water will return.  


